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REDBIRD AND SPORTY’S PARTNER TO ADVANCE MIGRATION FLIGHT TRAINING 

CONFERENCE 

Oshkosh, WI (July 22, 2025) – Today at EAA AirVenture Oshkosh, Redbird Flight (Redbird) and Sporty’s 

announced a strategic partnership to advance the Migration Flight Training Conference, the leading event for 

aviation educators. The collaboration will combine the unique strengths of both organizations to expand the 

conference’s reach, enhance its content, and deliver an unparalleled experience for attendees.  

“Migration has become a linchpin in aviation education that facilitates opportunities for flight training 

professionals, general aviation leaders, and K-12 administrators and teachers to network with and learn from one 

another,” said Redbird CEO Charlie Gregoire. “This partnership with Sporty’s will only increase the value the 

event offers attendees. Sporty’s brings both operational expertise from running a world-class flight school, 

Sporty’s Academy, and a deep understanding of aviation education built over 60-plus years in the industry. 

Sporty’s is the ideal partner to help grow Migration and ensure the conference offers aviation educators 

solutions throughout a customer’s journey from student to experienced pilot.”  

As part of the collaboration, Sporty’s will help shape the Migration agenda, provide engaging and thought-

provoking content, and expand the conference’s reach to the hundreds of thousands of students, pilots, and 

flight training professionals who subscribe to its channels. 

"Migration brings together the people and ideas that move flight training forward, and that’s exactly where 

Sporty’s wants to be,” said Sporty’s President & CEO John Zimmerman. “We’ve long admired Redbird’s 

commitment to improving the aviation learning experience, and we’re excited to contribute to an event that 

supports instructors, flight schools, and the next generation of pilots.” 

Redbird introduced Migration in 2011 as one of the first events focused on providing solutions to the real-world 

problems facing flight schools and university aviation programs, and has grown it into the leading annual 

gathering of flight training professionals in the United States. After hosting the event in Central Texas for six 

years, Redbird took Migration national, bringing it to the EAA Aviation Museum (2017) and EAA Education Center 

(2023) in Oshkosh, Wisconsin; the AOPA You Can Fly Academy in Frederick, Maryland (2018); Wings Over the 

Rockies Exploration of Flight in Englewood, Colorado (2019 and 2025); the Aerospace Center for Excellence in 

Lakeland, Florida (2022); and the Lone Star Flight Museum in Houston, Texas (2024).  

 

Migration quickly became a valuable forum for discussion between flight training practitioners, industry groups, 

and regulators, frequently featuring keynote and breakout presentations from the Federal Aviation 

Administration, National Transportation Safety Board, and general aviation associations. Additionally, the 

conference provides a venue to recognize the critical role of flight training professionals in the broader aviation 

industry and celebrate the many success stories from flight training programs and flight instructors. Each year, 

Migration concludes with the AOPA Flight Training Experience Awards, which recognize the flight schools and 

instructors in the United States that have been evaluated as “best” through the eyes of their customers. 

 

The conference introduced a dedicated K-12 aviation track in 2023 as aviation programming continued to evolve 

in schools across the country, connecting teachers and administrators–many of whom do not have an aviation 

background–with the flight schools and universities where their students will continue their education.  



Migration 2026 will take place March 3-4 at the Aerospace Center for Excellence in Lakeland, Florida. Redbird 

and Sporty’s will provide more information in the coming months about the agenda, speakers, and additional 

updates to the event at redbirdflight.com and sportys.com. 

### 

 

About Redbird Flight 

Redbird Flight of Austin, Texas, was established in 2006 with the specific purpose of making aviation more accessible by 

using modern technology and careful engineering. Since its inception, Redbird has delivered innovative, reliable, and high-

quality training devices to flight schools, colleges, universities, K-12 schools, and individual pilots around the world. With 

more than 4,000 devices in service worldwide, Redbird has quickly become the fastest growing and most innovative 

simulator provider in the industry. For more information, please visit www.redbirdflight.com. 

 

About Sporty’s  

Sporty’s has been training and equipping pilots worldwide since 1961, when Hal Shevers, a flight instructor, sold his first 

product out of the trunk of his car. In the six decades since, Sporty’s has continuously worked to develop the finest training 

courses and pilot supplies, all backed by fast and friendly service. Originally based at a small retail location at Lunken Airport 

(LUK) in Cincinnati, Ohio, the company quickly grew and soon moved to a larger location at the Clermont County Airport 

(I69). Today Sporty’s is one of the most respected names in aviation, with corporate activities in every segment of light 

aircraft from retail to training to maintenance to airport management. For more information, please visit sportys.com. 
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